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The reason of why you can receive and also get this First Friend: A History Of Dogs And Humans By
Katharine M. Rogers earlier is that this is the book in soft data form. You can check out the books First
Friend: A History Of Dogs And Humans By Katharine M. Rogers wherever you really want also you remain
in the bus, office, home, and various other locations. However, you might not need to move or bring the
book First Friend: A History Of Dogs And Humans By Katharine M. Rogers print any place you go. So, you
won't have larger bag to lug. This is why your selection to make much better principle of reading First
Friend: A History Of Dogs And Humans By Katharine M. Rogers is actually helpful from this case.

From Publishers Weekly
This graceful and charming study by the author of The Cat and the Human Imagination should please social
historians as much as dog lovers. Rogers has researched the role dogs have played in society from ancient
civilizations to the present. Her careful analysis is buttressed by literary references throughout the centuries,
such as Jack London's White Fang, Virginia Woolf's Flush and excerpts from Shakespeare. It wasn't until the
19th century, she notes, that dogs became thought of primarily as companions. Before then, they were
hunters, herders and guarders whose job it was to protect houses and property (although early Egyptian wall
paintings depict dogs as both hunters and beloved family members). Rogers documents how working dogs
were forced to pull heavy carts beyond their abilities and subjected to other cruel treatment. For instance,
bullbaiting (for which the original bulldog was bred) was a form of entertainment for 16th-century crowds
that maimed and killed many animals. With dogs seen more as companions in the 19th century, systematic
classification of breeds became popular, leading at mid-19th century to the development of the competitive
show. Rogers well understands and portrays the symbiotic relationship between people and their dogs.
Photos not seen by PW. (Aug.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Rudyard Kipling referred to the dog as "First Friend" in Just So Stories, and his tale parallels what has been
discovered about the domestication of the dog. Roughly 10,000 years ago, wolves probably started the
process on their own by hanging around human camps to scavenge scraps. The dog's consequent long
dependence on, and long exploitation by, humans is explored in this new history of the dog-human bond.
Rogers (The Cat and Human Imagination, 1998) examines all aspects of this long association, following the
changing role of the dog in ancient civilizations, as hunting partners in medieval Europe, as working
members of agricultural societies, and as pets whose only duty was companionship. A series of illustrations,
ranging from Roman sculpture through medieval religious paintings, Flemish portraits, Victorian sentimental
works, and modern paintings (all of which have lengthy captions), also reveals the changing iconography of
the dog. The text is conversational and eminently readable. Nancy Bent
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author



Katharine M. Rogers helped establish the Women's Studies programs at Brooklyn College and the Graduate
Center. She has published six books, including The Cat and the Human Imagination, and edited four
anthologies. She lives in Maryland.
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First Friend: A History Of Dogs And Humans By Katharine M. Rogers. One day, you will uncover a
brand-new journey and knowledge by spending even more money. Yet when? Do you assume that you need
to obtain those all requirements when having significantly money? Why don't you attempt to get something
easy at first? That's something that will lead you to know more regarding the globe, experience, some
locations, past history, amusement, and also more? It is your very own time to continue checking out habit.
One of the e-books you can appreciate now is First Friend: A History Of Dogs And Humans By Katharine
M. Rogers here.

To get over the issue, we now give you the technology to obtain guide First Friend: A History Of Dogs And
Humans By Katharine M. Rogers not in a thick printed data. Yeah, checking out First Friend: A History Of
Dogs And Humans By Katharine M. Rogers by on-line or obtaining the soft-file only to review can be one of
the ways to do. You may not really feel that reviewing a book First Friend: A History Of Dogs And Humans
By Katharine M. Rogers will certainly work for you. However, in some terms, May people successful are
those that have reading habit, included this sort of this First Friend: A History Of Dogs And Humans By
Katharine M. Rogers
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may not should bring the thick prints anywhere you go. Any time you have going to review First Friend: A
History Of Dogs And Humans By Katharine M. Rogers, you can open your device to read this book First
Friend: A History Of Dogs And Humans By Katharine M. Rogers in soft file system. So very easy and rapid!
Reading the soft documents e-book First Friend: A History Of Dogs And Humans By Katharine M. Rogers
will certainly provide you simple method to check out. It can also be faster due to the fact that you could
read your publication First Friend: A History Of Dogs And Humans By Katharine M. Rogers everywhere
you want. This online First Friend: A History Of Dogs And Humans By Katharine M. Rogers could be a
referred publication that you could enjoy the remedy of life.
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From the beginning of human memory, dogs have been living with virtually every human society on earth.
Of all the animals, the dog has long maintained the closest relationship with man. In First Friend, Katharine
M. Rogers explores the history of that relationship - from what is known about how it first came about - and
how it developed through the centuries. From work-mate to beloved pet, from the ancient world to modern
times, First Friend is a charming, compelling work exploring that closest of interspecies bonds.
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civilizations to the present. Her careful analysis is buttressed by literary references throughout the centuries,
such as Jack London's White Fang, Virginia Woolf's Flush and excerpts from Shakespeare. It wasn't until the
19th century, she notes, that dogs became thought of primarily as companions. Before then, they were
hunters, herders and guarders whose job it was to protect houses and property (although early Egyptian wall
paintings depict dogs as both hunters and beloved family members). Rogers documents how working dogs
were forced to pull heavy carts beyond their abilities and subjected to other cruel treatment. For instance,
bullbaiting (for which the original bulldog was bred) was a form of entertainment for 16th-century crowds
that maimed and killed many animals. With dogs seen more as companions in the 19th century, systematic
classification of breeds became popular, leading at mid-19th century to the development of the competitive
show. Rogers well understands and portrays the symbiotic relationship between people and their dogs.
Photos not seen by PW. (Aug.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Rudyard Kipling referred to the dog as "First Friend" in Just So Stories, and his tale parallels what has been
discovered about the domestication of the dog. Roughly 10,000 years ago, wolves probably started the
process on their own by hanging around human camps to scavenge scraps. The dog's consequent long
dependence on, and long exploitation by, humans is explored in this new history of the dog-human bond.
Rogers (The Cat and Human Imagination, 1998) examines all aspects of this long association, following the
changing role of the dog in ancient civilizations, as hunting partners in medieval Europe, as working



members of agricultural societies, and as pets whose only duty was companionship. A series of illustrations,
ranging from Roman sculpture through medieval religious paintings, Flemish portraits, Victorian sentimental
works, and modern paintings (all of which have lengthy captions), also reveals the changing iconography of
the dog. The text is conversational and eminently readable. Nancy Bent
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author
Katharine M. Rogers helped establish the Women's Studies programs at Brooklyn College and the Graduate
Center. She has published six books, including The Cat and the Human Imagination, and edited four
anthologies. She lives in Maryland.

Most helpful customer reviews

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful.
A Celebration of Our Closest Animal Friend
By Doctor Jean
"First Friend" offers a mine of information about the history of dogs and the humans who have loved them --
- and a few who emphatically did not.

Humans were buried with their pet dogs in ancient Jericho, Homer's tough warrior Odysseus wept at the
death of his devoted old hound Argus, and greyhounds were valued companions to Roman and medieval
aristocrats. The Stuart kings loved their toy spaniels, and the poet Pope (who preferred Great Danes) doubted
the goodness of a man who experimented on dogs. In the nineteenth century, Scott created a gallery of
engaging canine characters, Byron praised his Newfoundland for having "all the Virtues of Man/ Without his
Vices," Dickens regularly enhanced his characters by giving them appropriate dogs (Dora's Jip, Bill Sikes's
Bull's-eye), and acerbic Jane Carlyle eulogized her Maltese mix Nero as "my inseparable companion during
eleven years, ever doing his little best to keep me from feeling sad and lonely.'

The love continues today, of course, with the difference that we are more apt to recognize dogs as equal
members of the family. People are no longer comfortable calling themselves the owners of their dogs;
humane societies are promoting the term guardian instead.

3 of 4 people found the following review helpful.
Commemorating a Great Partnership
By Rob Hardy
One of our dogs, Sammy, the fox terrier, has a behavior I find lovable. When I move in my library to my
recliner to read, Sammy will get up from wherever he is to jump on the recliner's footstool and nap. He does
not do so to get attention, for I don't thank him or pet him for doing so, and he has not gained in comfort, for
he has usually abandoned a comfortable place on the sofa in order to walk over and jump on the footstool
which has no more cushioning. He simply finds it more comfortable to be next to his human; I am
complimented by this opinion, and I like him all the more for it, every time he joins me in this fashion.
Sammy's behavior in this instance, and his behavior and that of my other dogs in many other instances, were
on my mind as I read _First Friend: A History of Dogs and Humans_ (St. Martin's Press) by Katherine M.
Rogers. Rogers does not include her own anecdotes with the book, but obviously loves dogs (her book is
dedicated to her shepherd / retriever mix). This does not keep her from seeing them clearly; she disdains
those who see dogs as equals, though she gives many examples of the impulse. Eugene O'Neill, for instance,
wrote an epitaph for the family Dalmatian which praised "the only one of our children who has not
disillusioned us." Without regarding dogs as furry, four-legged humans, however, there is much to admire in
them, and much to admire about the mutually satisfying relationship between the two species.



Dogs and humans have been closely associated for millennia; the earliest dog fossil dates from 12000 BCE,
and there is a grave from 10000 BCE in Israel that contains the skeleton of an elderly woman buried with a
pup. It is clear that humans first found early wolfish dogs helpful, in scavenging and hunting, and humans
selected dogs that were obedient and easy to be around. Samuel Johnson was behind his mid-eighteenth
century times when he included only two roles for dogs in his _Dictionary_: "The larger sort are used as a
guard; the less for sports." There was disapproval that dogs should take any other role. The work ethic came
partially from Christianity. St. Thomas Aquinas indicated that since God gave man dominion over animals,
man could do what he wanted with them, especially since we could not have true fellowship with creatures
that could not reason or attain eternal life. As late as the mid-nineteenth century, Pope Pius IX would not
permit in Rome a society against cruelty to animals because such an organization might suggest that humans
had duties toward animals. Descartes systematized Aquinas to teach that soulless animals were mere
machines, and didn't really feel anything; this did nothing for the hapless dogs taken up by the vivisectionists
or the bull- or bear-baiters. Samuel Johnson denounced such treatment, but it took the secular utilitarian
Jeremy Bentham to destroy the religious foundations upon which the treatment was founded; a dog is more
rational and more able to communicate than a newborn baby, he reasoned, and even if not, "the question is
not, Can they _reason_? nor, Can they _talk_? but Can they _suffer_?"

Humans cannot do anything perfectly, and mistreatment of dogs in history, and currently through puppy
mills, is a theme here, but not a large one, because their partnership with us has been generally happy.
Rogers gives scores of examples of famous people, especially literary ones, who loved their dogs. For
example, Byron ended an epitaph on the marble monument of his dog Boatswain, "To mark a friend's
remains these stones arise; / I never knew but one, - and here he lies." She gives many examples of dogs in
literature, sometimes used mawkishly, but often with great subtlety. A classic example is Odysseus returning
home to find that only his aging hound Argus remembers him. Jane Austen didn't concentrate on her
characters' dogs, but made them revealing. Sleek sporting dogs are owned by shallow gentlemen, and the pug
of the mindless Lady Bertram in _Mansfield Park_ gets more attention from her mistress than do any of her
family members. There are pictures reproduced here of dogs in painting and sculpture, behaving through the
centuries as dogs always have, looking pert, pretty, and friendly. Toward the end of the book is a section on
dogs as equals, emphasizing that people have come to recognize explicitly that dogs do have rights; the
famous trainer Barbara Woodhouse maintained that dogs were fully family members and "should have the
same consideration as any other family member... within reason." But realistically, Rogers writes that we
have a partnership between significantly different species, based partly on dependency and self interest on
both sides, and no less loving or meaningful for that. Anyone who loves dogs will find much to enjoy here,
and if you are one of the unfortunates that do not love dogs, no book will reform you.

9 of 11 people found the following review helpful.
Warning! Dog lovers, beware!
By Charismatic Creature
An interesting, if a bit dry and academic look at dogs throughout history. Ms. Rogers is an college professor
and this has the feeling of a dissertation or thesis, rather than a "user friendly" book. She relies mostly on
dogs as portrayed through paintings and novels, rather than social history or anthropology for her
conclusions.

That being said, there are some interesting facts and interesting commentary from various sources. My main
problem is the latter half of the book, which is mostly devoted to 19th century fictional literature on dogs.
Much of this, as the author acknowledges (without ever really explaining "why"), are cautionary tales about
the abuse and even torture of loving canine companions. It was bad enough that in centuries past, things are
dog fights were common. But it appears that almost every novel (including many long out of print) about a
dog is in some fashion about that dog being beaten, neglected, starved, tortured and in the very worst



examples, vivisected (exploratory surgery done on live animals without anesthesia).

It appears that many of these novels were written with basically good intentions -- the desire of reformers to
touch the hearts of decent people and dog-lovers, in the hopes that their outrage would end these barbaric
practices, and at least partly that has happened over the decades. However, the sheer number of these books,
the unremitting torture and bleakness, is staggering. I haven't even read the originals, and yet just Ms.
Roger's description of books about vivisection will undoubtedly cause me nightmares for years to come.

But this begs the question of exactly how common these practices were, and why writers felt compelled to
create these books about the misery and torture inflicted on helpless, loyal and affectionate animal
companions. Where they exaggerating, in order to achieve their goal of banning or eliminating animal abuse?
What kind of madness affected physicians and scientists of that era that they could debase themselves by
these digusting and scientifically worthless acts of torture? Did one single piece of medical knowledge worth
obtaining ever come from the sadistic abuse of a living creature?

Those are questions worth exploring, but are not delved into in this particular book. In fairness, given the
title, I was expecting a more mellow and even light-hearted look at companion animals over the years.
Certainly the paintings pictures alone suggest that despite the abuses, many dogs were greatly loved and
well-cared for, and have been the closest companion animals to humankind for over 20,000 years. A little
lightness to balance the dark might have been somewhat welcome here.

While not impugning Ms. Roger's formidable scholarship, I feel the need to warn anyone buying this for a
dog-loving child or great-aunt, that the unrelenting darkness of the literary examples here, many of them
deeply distressing and even stomach-turning, would make this book highly unsuitable for most of the readers
who would normally enjoy this subject matter. Please be warned, before reading and especially before giving
this as a gift!!!!

See all 3 customer reviews...



FIRST FRIEND: A HISTORY OF DOGS AND HUMANS BY
KATHARINE M. ROGERS PDF

Since publication First Friend: A History Of Dogs And Humans By Katharine M. Rogers has wonderful
advantages to check out, lots of individuals now increase to have reading habit. Sustained by the established
innovation, nowadays, it is easy to download the publication First Friend: A History Of Dogs And Humans
By Katharine M. Rogers Also guide is not alreadied existing yet in the marketplace, you to browse for in this
website. As just what you could discover of this First Friend: A History Of Dogs And Humans By Katharine
M. Rogers It will actually relieve you to be the very first one reading this book First Friend: A History Of
Dogs And Humans By Katharine M. Rogers and obtain the perks.

From Publishers Weekly
This graceful and charming study by the author of The Cat and the Human Imagination should please social
historians as much as dog lovers. Rogers has researched the role dogs have played in society from ancient
civilizations to the present. Her careful analysis is buttressed by literary references throughout the centuries,
such as Jack London's White Fang, Virginia Woolf's Flush and excerpts from Shakespeare. It wasn't until the
19th century, she notes, that dogs became thought of primarily as companions. Before then, they were
hunters, herders and guarders whose job it was to protect houses and property (although early Egyptian wall
paintings depict dogs as both hunters and beloved family members). Rogers documents how working dogs
were forced to pull heavy carts beyond their abilities and subjected to other cruel treatment. For instance,
bullbaiting (for which the original bulldog was bred) was a form of entertainment for 16th-century crowds
that maimed and killed many animals. With dogs seen more as companions in the 19th century, systematic
classification of breeds became popular, leading at mid-19th century to the development of the competitive
show. Rogers well understands and portrays the symbiotic relationship between people and their dogs.
Photos not seen by PW. (Aug.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Rudyard Kipling referred to the dog as "First Friend" in Just So Stories, and his tale parallels what has been
discovered about the domestication of the dog. Roughly 10,000 years ago, wolves probably started the
process on their own by hanging around human camps to scavenge scraps. The dog's consequent long
dependence on, and long exploitation by, humans is explored in this new history of the dog-human bond.
Rogers (The Cat and Human Imagination, 1998) examines all aspects of this long association, following the
changing role of the dog in ancient civilizations, as hunting partners in medieval Europe, as working
members of agricultural societies, and as pets whose only duty was companionship. A series of illustrations,
ranging from Roman sculpture through medieval religious paintings, Flemish portraits, Victorian sentimental
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the dog. The text is conversational and eminently readable. Nancy Bent
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author
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anthologies. She lives in Maryland.
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